
60-70 MILES ALLOW 1-2 HOURS NORTHERN IRELAND

Alternative Ulster
Andy Hiscock’s pilgrimage to Joey’s pub bookends a trip through some of the most 
famous road-race country in the world. All that and the Bushmills distillery. Yum!
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ROUTE FACTS

Continue on the A2 into 
Bushmills: again, if you have 
time, take in the world’s oldest 
(and best) distillery.
4 Follow the A2 and signs for 
Ballycastle. About half a mile out of 
Bushmills you will see the sign for 
the Giant’s Causeway: pop in and 
have a look, as it’s something you 
will never forget. Just take the bus 
to the bottom – I don’t recommend 
the walk down and up in leathers 
and motorcycle boots.
5 Carry on along the A2 – 
this inland bit has some super 
sweeping bends but look out for 
muck-spreading tractors.
6 Follow the coast road which 
turns into the B15. When you see the 
sign for Carrickarade pull in, park 
and make the walk down to the rope 

bridge (not open during the winter 
months) and really test your mettle.
7 From Carrickarade carry on 
following the B15 towards 
Ballycastle. This bit of road is 
awesome but not for the faint 
hearted and watch out for the 

drop in the road as you’ll be 
airborne before you know it!
8 On reaching Ballycastle take time 
out to go down to the harbour. 
There’s an excellent café and during 
the summer and NW200 week the 
place will be full of bikes.
9 Leave Ballycastle on the A44 
and enjoy the slightly mad inland 
roads at the heart of Ulster. Soon 
you’ll end up in Armoy, Joey 
Dunlop’s home town. 
10 Once in Armoy, turn onto the 
B15 and follow the road down to 
Ballyboylands, taking the time to 
enjoy the scenery and the bog 
tormented roads.
11 At Ballyboylands turn onto 
the B16 and head back into 
Ballymoney for a rest and a 
well-earned pint or two.

Directions
1 Start at Joey Dunlop’s 
memorial (after a quick look 
around Joey’s bar). Head north 
out of town and pick up the B62 
Ballybogey road. This a very fast, 
straight road but watch for the 
hidden dips and the local 
constabulary hidden in the 
undergrowth.
2 Turn left on the B17 heading for 
Coleraine – again this is straight and 
fast but narrow, so watch out.
3 At the A29 roundabout turn 
right and head for Portrush. The 
next landmark you will come to 
is the legendary Bally Sally 
roundabout. You are now joining 
the North West 200 course, so 
hang on and enjoy the nostalgia 
of riding the same piece of road 
as some of the greatest road 
racers in the world. Once in 
Portrush turn onto the A2 and 
the fi rst bit of coast road; there 
are some nice twisty bits here but 
mind the drop! If you have the 
time, stop off and visit Dunluce 
Castle for some amazing views. 

Start: Joey’s memorial, Ballymoney
Finish: Ballymoney
Six must-sees: 
•  Joey Dunlop’s memorial garden,  
 Joey’s bar (even if it’s just for a  
 chance to see a works RC45  
 hanging from the bar’s ceiling)
•  The NW200 course: see how mad  
 it really is to race bikes there 
•  Dunluce Castle, the Bushmills  
 distillery (hic!)
•  The Giant’s Causeway  
• Carrickarade Rope Bridge
•  Ballycastle harbour in the height  
 of summer – it’s great
Useful websites: 
•  www.irishroadracing.co.uk
•  www.n-irelandholidays.co.uk
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Find out why 1000’s of bikers choose Devitt...

0800 200 369
Calls may be recorded. Conditions apply.         www.devittinsurance.com
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