Y¥BUYING YOUR

PERFECT BIKE

Decode the classi eds
and cut out the crap

The information is there, but you have to look for it

HE best way to avoid buying
I acrashed, re-sprayed or
illegal bike is to research the
make and model thoroughly.

Get to know the age-related
speci cations and colours. Mine
this information from RIDE back
issues, owners clubs and websites
and by seeing loads of bikes.

Read MCN sclassi edsand keep
an eye on your target model. Check
letters, registration years and
colourschemes against others
advertised elsewhere as this helps
weed out the ones advertised as
newer than they actually are.

N Paint

Ah. Thisisthe rsthint
a bike s been crashed and
re-sprayed. New paint
jobs can look great, but
they also make it hard to
get new panels if you
drop the bike later. It
could also mean nasty
luminescent elves and
wizards on the tank.

READ BETWEEN THE LINES

First off, glean as much information
from the picture as possible. Check the
mirrors, paintscheme, indicators and
so on to see if they re standard.

Then move to the words; they re all
you ve got at this stage. And use

RIDE s ABC of bike buying - Ask
questions, Be thorough in your
research and See through the bull.

2004 Kawasaki

MODEL

There was no SP model. Theresan S,
which has a half-fairing and one-piece
seat. But this bike doesn t. False
descriptions can be used to disguise
crash-damaged or ringed bikes.

CAREFUL OWNER
What? Careful not to get nicked? Utter
tosh. Like mature owner or never

2750 SP, £35
Mileage, dry Syng

00. One carefyl

seen rain , don t take comments like
these at face value.

HPI CLEAR

More ads are appearing like this, along
with mileage guaranteed . Unless
theresarecent HPI certi cate, getan
MCN Bike Check (01722 435555). This
will reveal whether its on a register
for outstanding nance, beeninan
accident or stolen. Checks are £36.

SUNDAY USE ONLY

This could be good. But it could also
mean it s a trackday tool or it s barely
used and barely maintained.

PERFORMANCE

A standard Z750 makes 100bhp. To

get 110bhp is a bit optimistic if it s only

hadanendcan tted. Unlesshes
bbing, it may be a full system, which

means low-down power is sacri ced

for top-end shove; not ideal for

N Price

This is very low for a
Z750 youd pay £4500
for abrand new one and
about £4000 for one as
new as this. Genuine
bargains are scarce.
There s usually a reason if
bikes are this cheap.

Extras

——

Radial brakes and
adjustable suspension?
This sounds like the
owner has grafted on
the frontend from a
ZX-6R. It might make for
agreat-handling piece
of kit but would also be
the clearest indication
that it s been crashed,
possibly with heavy
frontal damage. This
could mean itsalso
wearing newer clocks
carrying much lower
mileage than the rest
of the bike.

everyday riding. As for wheelies,
make up your own mind.

SERVICING

Most bike servicing is easy to perform,
but there s a simpler reason to get the
service book stamped by a dealer it
makes the bike easier to sell on. We d
say avoid bikes without dealer stamps
unless there s an overwhelming
reason to do otherwise, or you can
negotiate a sensible discount.

Competitive rates for used & new bikes...

O800 200 369

Calls may be recorded. Conditions apply. www.devittinsurance.com



