MOORLAND

80 MILES

Distinctly Moorish...

Everything from Victorian mills to glorious open country in a switchback route across
the Yorkshire/Lancashire border. This is one of Dave Robinson’s personal favourites

ROUTE FACTS

Start: Rochdale, Lancashire

Finish: Rochdale, Lancashire

Three must-sees:

« Reservoirs on Soyland Moor

« Victoria Tower on Castle Hill
in Honley

« Slaithwaite canal

Useful websites:

» www.ride-out.com

Directions

1 Startat junction 21 on the
M62. Follow the signs for
Rochdale centre but at the first
set of lights bear right onto the
A646 towards Littleborough.

2 At Littleborough join the A58 and

ride it all the way over Soyland
Moor. On your right you'll pass
various large reservoirs. Stop and
admire the view, if you like.

3 Follow the road to Ripponden.
As you enter the village take a
right turn at the traffic lights and
join the A672 signposted towards
Oldham. This road will run you
right back over the Moors and
under the M62.

4 At Denshaw you'll meet a five-
road junction: take the first left - the
A640 signposted Huddersfield. Look
out for Round Ings road on your
right, opposite The Highlander pub.
5 Round Ings takes you back
over the M62. Follow this road up
over the hill, keeping to the right
at the top then merge onto the

A62. Follow the A62 towards
Slaithwaite.

6 Follow the A62 over the canal
and the river and head for Marsden.
7 Past Marsden and back into
the Pennines, look out for a fork
in the road at Bleak Hey Nook.
Fork off (Ooh, Matron...) left on
the A670 towards Uppermill.

8 Just outside of Uppermill take a
left turn onto the A635 Greenfield to
Holmfirth road. Ride this road all the
way to Holmfirth.

9 Upon reaching Holmfirth take
the immediate right onto the
A6024 signposted Holme. Watch
the road rise and keep an eye out
for the television mast on the hill.
10 Turn left onto the A628, then pick
up the A616 towards Huddersfield at
the Langsett roundabout. Merge
onto the A6024. Just before Honley
keep an eye out for signs for the
railway station. Turn right up this
road for access to castle hill.

11 Follow the road through
Almondbury and merge left onto
the A629 towards Huddersfield.
Turn off onto the A640 to take
you back towards Rochdale.
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