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It was the first time I’d 
taken the Guz abroad under 
its own steam – not literally, 
despite what the Guzzi 
knockers might say

“ “

Contemplating my manhood
When his Italian classic broke down in the depths of rural France, self-confessed 
desk-jockey Mick Phillips got a chance to unleash his inner caveman
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Name: Mick Phillips
Age at time of trip: 38 
Bike: 1973 Moto Guzzi V7 Sport
Length of trip: One day, 500 miles (stage one)
Bike travel tip: Don’t rely on your bike’s 
standard tool kit. Make sure you carry the tools 
you need to at least get at the simple stuff.
NOTE: The classic trip that inspired Mick’s 
testosterone-laced reverie was described in 
loving detail in Bike’s November 2003 issue. 

A
s a modern man, I don’t think 
I’m alone in often feeling like 
a bit of a puff – and for me, 
motorcycles are a chance to 

redress the balance. Combine an old bike 
with foreign travel and you’ve the perfect 
recipe for shrugging off that office pallor 
and taking on a more bristly-chinned, 
dirty-fingernailed persona. Yes, travel is 
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