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Wombats tense 
instantly prior to impact.
Riders who have hit them 
and survived say it feels 
like hitting a boulder

“ “
Surviving the Outback
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he challenge of going around 
the world fast on a motorcycle 
has changed a bunch since
I first tackled it in 1997. It won’t 

actually be possible for much longer. Back 
then, I went for the previous record of 33 
days (by car) and beat it by a couple of days 
– it was a relatively relaxed affair. But the 
cost is getting prohibitive, and post-9/11 

Name: Nick Sanders
Age at time of trip: 46
Bike: 2005 Yamaha R1
Length of trip: Two months (riding time 
19 days,
7 hours, 15 minutes)
Bike travel tip: Keep things simple. 
People obsess about all the complications 
and end up not going at all. Decide where 
you want to go, how you want to get 
there and just do it.

Vast miles snared with killer kangaroos – marathon biker Nick Sanders embarks
on the Aussie stage of his round-the-world challenge with nerves jangling
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